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THe VETERINARY Report 1906 Boarp or 
AGRICULTURE. 


We reprint in this issue a newspaper report of 
three cases in which men were fined for not notify- 
ing swine fever; and we agree with a correspon- 
dent who sent it that this negligence is a serious 
obstruction to the success of the authorities in con- 
trolling disease. There is no disguising the fact 
that swine fever, in its method of spread, is as 
difficult to deal with as cattle plague. The conelu- 
sion is that regulations should be “as for cattle- 
plague” if success is really to be attained. That 
was the opinion of the late Sir George Brown, and 
time only verifies its correctness. It is thirteen 
years since the Board of Agriculture took the con- 
trol of swine fever into their own hands. There 
were then 65 counties affected, now there are 64. 
At first the Board killed the in-contacts and paid 
liberally, but they did not resurict movement in in- 
fected areas with sufficient firmness. Then they 
saved money by not killing-out, and increased the 
stringency of restrictions on movement. These 
two methods are not alternative—they are comple- 
mentary and necessary to each other. Only when 
both are used together can we expect success. The 
adoption of “cattle-plague regulations,” i.e. of 
slaughter and restriction of movement wouid, of 
course, give the Board a bad time. What with the 
Treasury on one side and the pig-owner on the 
other, with the party press and its impartial ignor- 
ance on both, we fear that the strait and narrow 
path would be thorny indeed. 

Sheep-scab is another disease which is absorbing 
a great deal of the Board’s attention It is perhaps 
early to criticise the methods of control adopted, 
but they seem to be on the right lines and to be 
administered by men who are not afraid to make 
alterations as soon as they see the advisability. 

Compulsory dipping has been adopted in Scot- 
land by arrangement with the flock masters. It 
has also been applied to the North of England and 
most of Wales. If the two dippings to which sheep 
are submitted by these orders were always effective 
we should expect scab to rapidly dwindle, and soon 
to be exterminated. But there are difficulties— 
some sheep escape the dipping, some are not pro- 
perly dipped (although a policeman may be inspect- 
ing the process) and some dips may be ineffective. 
We agree with the Assistant Secretary that—* the 
fact must not be lost sight of that in all operations 
against diseases of animals continuous and uncheck- 


ed success is not to be looked for, and that if the| 
general line of attack is well laid and consistently 
followed eventual success may confidently be looked 


for.” 








The export of worn out horses is discussed by the 
Assistant Secretary, who seems to think the exist- 
ing regulations are sufficient. Perhaps no subjoct 
has given rise to more sentimental gushing than 
this. The R.S.P.C.A. may be credited with a good 
deal of this, but one of the London Police Court 
Magistrates is most to blame. Years ago he 
announced his intention of stopping this trade, and 
very few men came before him for sending a lame 
horse to the docks without being fined the full 
penalty. 

Probably without the Order prohibiting the ex- 
port of horses likely to suffer from a sea voyage 
some decrepit animals might have been cruelly 
treated, but the trade as a whole does not deserve 
the abuse lavished on it. Some £200,000 worth 
of horses are exported, and doubtless a proportion 
is returned to us in the form of meat extract and 
sausage of sorts. 

Looking over the Orders in operation, we find 
that twelve districts possess a Parasitic Mange 
Order. It is in force in Dundee, Scarborough, 
Sheffield, Portsmouth, Richmond, Glasgow, Liver- 
pool, Manchester, and Salford. This is a curious 
distribution, certainly not based upon the special 
requirements of the places, but due probably to 
these few local authorities possessing more know- 
ledge ot horses than other Councils and Corpora- 
tions. That Richmond should have a Mange Order 
and London not, is—well we can’t find a word to 
express our thoughts. 

The Chief Veterinary Officer in his report refers 
to the time occupied by his work at the experimen- 
tal farm. Epizootic abortion has made heavy de- 
mands on his time we know, and, it is satisfactory 
to believe, not without raising hopes of some patho- 
logical suecess which may lead to a useful addition 
to the scheduled diseases. 

Tue Frinauity or VETERINARY OPINION. 

A recent case in a Police Court at Cork raises a 
question as to the powers of Veterinary Inspectors 
and the operation of their opinion in cases of sche- 
duled diseases. 

In the Act of 1894, Clause 5 of Section 44 reads 
_« A certificate of a veterinary inspector to the 
effect that an animal is or was affected with a 
disease specified in the certificate shall for the pur- 
poses of this Act be conclusive evidence in all 
courts of justice of the matter certified. At first 
sight this seems to give powers to a veterinary 
spector to override the rights of owners of animals, 


insp t 
a tyrannical dogmatism. As a 


and to encourage 


‘matter of fact it does nothing of the sort ; it simply 


inspector as shall prevent 


No 


gives such power to an all 
owners of animals disregarding his opinion. 
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human being is always right, and even a veterinary 
inspector may be wrong. It is also possible for a 
veterinary practitioner to be wrong. When the 
inspector is wrong his employers—the local authori- 
ties—are liable; when the private practitioner is 
wrong, the owner might hide behind his opinion 
and move diseased animals anywhere if this clause 
did not exist. 

In the Cork case a horse was certified as suffer- 
ing from Mange. The owner was convinced by 
veterinary practitioners that his horse did not suffer 
from mange. He deliberately informed the Chief 
Constable that he should send the horse to work, 
although the law forbade horses with mange from 
working in the streets. When the case was brought 
into court the magistrate declined to hear any evi- 
dence as to whether the horse had mange or not. 
He accepted the Veterinary Inspector’s certificate 
as conclusive that the horse had mange and acted 
upon it. The defendants felt aggrieved. 

A somewhat similar case occurred in Ireland 
some years ago in which the magistrates ignored 
the clause in the Act and discharged a defendant 
who removed some sheep which an inspector had 
detained as suffering from scab. An appeal to a 
High Court resulted in the case being sent back to 
the magistrates for conviction. 

An inspector may make a mistake, and when he 
does some hardship may be inflicted upon an 
owner. The hardship would result from a tempor- 
ary restriction upon the movement of the animal or 
animals. It is impossible to imagine an inspector 
so stupid and dogmatic as to put into action in a 
disputed case the extreme regulation of slaughter. 
If he did the law provides that the local authority 
shall pay the full value of the animal. 

Suppose no such clause existed in the Diseases 
of Animals Act, an owner who imagined the in- 
spector was wrong, or who desired to obstruct 
action, need only find another veterinary opinion 
opposed to the inspector to enable him to remove 
the diseased animal and sell or kill it, or place it 
among other animals, as he thought fit. 

If the fate of an animal, diseased or supposed to 
be diseased, depended upon the absolute correct- 
ness of human diagnosis before any action could 
be taken for its isolation or slaughter we should 
never have suppressed Cattle plague, Pleuro-pneu- 
monia, or Foot-and-Mouth Disease, and we might 
at once cease to legislate for Glanders, Swine fever, 
and Sheep Scab. 

The value placed upon a Veterinary Inspector’s 
certificate by the Act is not an exaggerated estimate 
of the official’s capacity, but a recognition of the 
harm which would result if every owner had the 
right to dispute a diagnosis and do what he liked 
with his anima!s in case of dispute. 

Every grievance has its remedy. If an inspector 
commits an error he is responsible just as an 
owner is if he commits an offence against the 
Diseases of Animals Act. When an inspector 


causes the slaughter of a horse for glanders on a 
wrong diagnosis his local authority must pay under 
the Act. 


When an inspector causes loss to an 





owner by detaining stock which are clearly healthy 
he is responsible to the common law of the country. 
Even when an owner is certain of his own diagnosis 
and when he is supported by overwhelming veteri- 
nary testimony his course is—not to flout the law, 
but to wait and make his claim for damages. 








CLINICAL NOTES. 


TORSION OF THE UTERUS. 


May 22.--In response to a call concerning a 
mare in parturition, full time, I found the case to 
be a three year-old cart mare: severe pains, no pre- 
sentation. Exploration revealed torsion of the 
uterus. Mare was cast and rolled, the twist un- 
folding; delivery was somewhat prolonged, the 
presentation being the neck and withers, head and 
forelegs being down and back. 

The next day the chief symptoms were consistent 
with abdominal hemorrhage ; a peculiar pendulous- 
ness of the belly and intense pallor of the visible 
mucous membranes. 

Death occurred on morning of the third day. Not 
being convenient to make post-mortem examination 
the exact lesion was not recorded. 


Mitk FEVER IN A PRIMIPARA. 


May 27.—Called toa “first-calf heifer,” which had 
calved the day before. This is a remarkably nice 
heifer, ‘very fresh and a good bag.” She was 
“down ” and presenting head symptoms as well as 
paralysis of hind quarters; the usual treatment of 
milk fever—injection of udder, etc., was exhibited. 
The next day she rose and recovered. 


Mitk Fever. 


May 28th.—In the morning was called to a 
second-calf heifer, presenting all symptoms of milk 
fever. Usual treatment adopted. 

Next morning the heifer much recovered, and 
struggled to rise ; but in a few hours the malignant 
pulmonary sequel developed with its usual fatal 
result. 


TORSION OF THE UTERUS IN A Cart. 


June 10th.—Called to see a cat, four years old, 
had last lot of kittens at Easter. Had lately been 
noticed mewing and getting thin. On June 9th — 
refused all kinds of food. Chiefly notable was pro- 
minent bulging of the anterior portion of abdomen 
and hollowness of flanks and posterior part of 
abdomen. After manipulation 1 gave the opinion 
of enlarged liver, and fatal result certain. Owner 
rather than the cat should suffer consented to its 
being destroyed. 

Post-mortem revealed a gravid uterus as the 
cause of the swelling; this organ being twisted on 
itself anterior to the os, the twist forming a cord of 
four folds along the floor of the abdomen, the major 
part being spread out into two parts extending to 
the diaphragm, liver, and stomach. The left horn 
contained two foetuses, the right horn one fetus. 
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The uterine wall was nearly half an inch in thick- 
ness and very congested, the fluid contents being 
about a quarter of a pint of a dark hemorrhagic 
colour and viscid consistency, chiefly due to venous 
obstruction. 
G. H. WittiaMs, F.R.C.V.S 
Chippenham. — 





VETERINARY SCIENCE IN ITS RELATION TO 
AGRICULTURE. 


By Lieut.-Colonel L. J. BLenxrysor, D.S.O. 


_ When we remember that the basis of all agriculture 
is stock, and that veterinary science treats of stock both 
in health and disease, we can fully appreciate that this 
science cannot be separated from agriculture. In fact, 
in all st»ck-rearing countries it is the most important 
of the many branches of science which are grouped under 
the head of agriculture. 

From the earliest times, agriculture and veterinary 
science have been closely associated. The first known 
writers in agriculture also wrote on the diseases of 
animals. The importance of the study of domesticated 
animals was fully appreciated in the most ancient times. 
History gives us evidence that the Egyptians practised 
veterinary medicine and surgery. Hippocrates, who 
wrote in the fifth century before Christ, gives us definite 
information regarding the care and treatment of animals 
in health and disease. Diocles of Caristus was one of 
the first to study the anatomy of animals. Aristotle 
wrote on physiology and comparative anatomy, and also 
on diseases affectinganimals. Many other Greeks wrote 
on the different branches of veterioary science. Xeno- 
phon’s work on horse mastership is still one of the 
soundest uf the elementary books on this important 
subject. 

In the first century we find the Roman Columella 
writing a remarkable book, which not only deals with the 
treatment of diseases in animals, but also on sanitary 
measures for their suppression. 

From the third century veterinary science had a 
literature of its own, and became recognised as a very 
age branch of the different sciences bearing on 
public economy. There were regular veterinary practi- 
tioners in the Roman army, and many men such as 
Apsyrtus of Bithynia, Hierocles, and Publius Vegetins 
founded methods in the treatment of injuries, hygiene 
and control of disease, which remain in use to the present 
day, not only in the treatment of the lower animals, but 
also in medical practice. 

All through the middle ages, veterinary science | 
flourished in Southern Europe. In the 15th and 16th} 
centuries we find the earliest German works, and about 
the same time the subject is treated in English litera- | 
ture. These earlier works all show traces of Italian | 
influence. Unfortunately the study of animal disease 
was at this period almost entirely confined to the horse, | 
and, as in human medicine, where the surgeon was 
closely associated with the barber, so in veterinary prac- 
tice the veterinary surgeon was frequently allied to the 
farrier. As the knowledge of pathology, physiology and | 
anatomy became more scientifi 





c, it was found that the | 

barber could no longer grasp the knowledge gradually | 

being required of a surgeon. In exactly the same way 

the farrier ey dropped away from the veterinary | 
s. 


treatment of animals. — om 
At the present time in all civilised countries the prac- | 


tice of veterinary science is confined to specially educa- 

ted men, who have passed a regular course at a recog: | 
nised veterinary college, and obtained a special licence | 
to practise as veterinary surgeons. This is the outcome ' 














of modern civilisation, which will not brook animal 
suffering at the hands of untrained and uneducated men 
who from ignorance are very often the cause of the gross: 
est cruelties, 

lhe advantages reaped by agriculturists in different 
parts of the world, trom the work of the educated 
veterinarian would appear to have hardly been fully 
appreciated by the ordinary public. When we look back 
and find animal scourges entirely eradicated from stock 
in different countries where the teaching of veterinary 
science has been listened to, we can only wonder that 
those countries where animal diseases stil] exist, do not 
do more to foster the veterinzry practitioner. In 
England, within the memory of many, such diseases as 
rinderpest, foot and mouth disease, pleuro-pneumonia, 
and rabies have been completely stamped out. In Ire- 
land most contagious diseases of stock have disappeared, 
while on the Continent of Europe animal scourges are 
rapidly being brought under control. 

During the last quarter of a century our knowledge of 
animal diseases has made rapid advancement, and now 
we are able to approach the question of eradication of 
animal plagues on far more economical lines than we did 
a quarter of a century ago. 

_ Pasteur was the first to teach us the use of bacteriolo- 
gical preparations for the inoculation of stock against 
disease, and in the following out of his teaching we have 


had soine of the most brilliant discoveries. The poepene, 
tion of mallein for the eradication of glanders, tuberculin 


for the diagnosis of taberculosis in stock, are only two 
of the very many discoveries which have been made 
since Pasteur first blazed a track throngh the then un- 
known regions of a new science. Such men as Nocard 
in Paris, Sir John M‘Fadyean in London, and Theiler in 
Pretoria, following on Pasteur’s teachings have all in 
their own countries made discoveries which entirely 
eclipsed those of the earlier veterinary investigators. 

The study of animal disease has now become an 
accurate science, which can only be taken up after a 
very careful and special education. It can hardly be 
fully appreciated by the uninitiated, and the realisation 
of the benefits which result from following its teachings, 
are only now becoming realised by the general public. 
This is more especially the case in a rural country like 
South Africa, where until comparatively recently a | 
of the diseases affecting stock were very ill understeod. 
The work of such men as Hutcheon, Theiler, Koch and 
Bruce has done more for the benefit of the stock owners 
of this country than any other branch of agricultural 
science. 

This statement is made in no way to disparage the 
work done by workers in other branches of agriculture, 
but the public are very apt to overlook the scientific 
work of men who make discoveries by which contagious 
diseases can be combated, and stock given immunity 
against diseases which render farming a very risky, if 
not an absolutely unprofitable, undert+ king. The safe- 
guarding of stock against disease in an agricultural 
country is one of the most economical ways in which 
public money can be spent. But if satisfactory results 
are aimed at, a properly organised and fully equipped 
veterinary staff is absolutely necessary. 

A campaign against disease must be carried through 
in no half-hearted end doubting way. The stock in a 
country represents a very considerable amount of 
money, and to secure it against loss it Is necessary that 
a certain percentage of its value should be invested for 
its protection. The eradication of stock diseases can 
only be carried out economically by an efficient Veteri- 
nary Department working on scientific lines, and with 
the support of the public. 

An efficient Veterinary Department means money. In 
every country where a properly organised Veterinary 
Department has been given sufficient support to enable 
the necessary steps to be taken for the eradication of 
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animal disease, these diseases have been brought under 
control. 

Any money spent has been repayed with interest, and 
the fact that a country is free from stock diseases not 
only ensures the prosperity of its agricultural industries, 
but makes its stock sought after in the world’s markets. 
No country will risk importation of diseased stock 
without insuring against the introduction of disease 
among its home stock, and this can only be done by 
placing restrictions on the incoming animals. Such 
restrictions limit the markets open to a country whose 
stock is not free from animal scourges, and greatly 
diminishes the foreign demand for its animals. 

This depreciation of the market value of stock always 
interferes with the agricultural prosperity of a country. 
Hence before the improvement of the breeds of stock in 
a new country is seriously undertaken, it is most.impor- 
tant that animal disease should be carefully brought 
under control. This is best accomplished by legislation 
restricting movement of stock in areas where disease 
exists, and the placing the treatment of diseased 
animals in the hands of reliable veterinarians. Accurate 
diagnosis of disease necessitates not only an efficient 
Veterinary Department, but also a statf of scientists 
trained in the investigation in the cause and treatment 
of animal pests. 

Veterinary science owes much to the assistance it bas 
received from agriculture, but it has more than repaid 
this debt by the enormous benefits which its discoveries 
— conferred on agriculturists in every part of the 

0 

British veterinary science in the beginning of the 19th 
century was fostered by both the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England and the Highland Agricultural 
Society of Scotland. The small annual grants made by 
these societies greatly helped the teaching of the veteri- 
nary science of farm animals. On the Continent, 
veterinary schools have been fostered by the different 
Governments in a very liberal manner, and, as a result, 
agriculture has benefited to a very marked degree. It 
is only quite recently that the caine of the work being 
done by private enterprise in Great Britain has been in 
any way recognised by the Government, and even now 
the indebtedness of agricuiturists to the veterinarian 
would appear to be only very scantily acknowledged. 

In America and the British Colonies the teaching of 
veterinary science generally leaves much to be desired, 
but the demand which has arisen for better trained 
veterinarians is gradually necessitating better methods 
in the teaching of veterinary graduates. In 1862 the 
“ Morrill Bill” became law in the United States. This 
Bill aimed especially at the encouragement of education 
along the lines of agriculture and the mechanical arts. 
Agricultural Colleges were organised in the various 
States, and were supported by liberal annual grants 
from the National Treasury. At these colleges lectures 
on veterinary science were given to agricultural students 
by veterinary surgeons, most of whom were men who 
had been trained in the British veterinary schools. In 
this way the true value of veterinary science was placed 
before stockowners, who began to demand better educa- 
ted veterinary surgeons, and in consequence, veterinary 
colleges in connection with agricultural colleges appeared 
in many of the States. These colleges are supported by 
funds drawn from National and State appropriations, 
and have done much towards the advancement of know- 
ledge of stock, both in health and in disease. 

In the British Colonies very little has been dene to 
further the teaching of veterinary science, owing to the 
want of State aid and the difficulty in obtaining efficient 
teachers. The education of a veterinary surgeon necessi- 
tates far more than the attendance on a few veterinary 
lectures at an agricultural college, and it is very doubt- 
ful if really efficient veterinary schools will, for many 
years to come, be founded in any of the Colonies. Far 





more satisfactory results would be obtained by granting 
scholarships at the British veterinary colleges to promis- 
ing Colonial students. 

In all new countries where land is sparsely populated, 
animals run in a semi-wild state, and are, as a rule, of 
low individual value. Their loss from sickness is often 
looked upon as inevitable and of ee por meg little 
consequence. It is only when an animal plague appears 
that the community begins to appreciate its helplessness, 
and to east about for means to save its stock. Grad- 
ually as countries become more thickly settled, more 
attention is paid to stock raising, and the improvement 
of the different breeds of animals. Animals become 
more valuable. Agriculture is taken up by men trained 
in scientific schools, and the demand for efficient veteri- 
nary surgeons increases. This is what has happened in 
all our British Colonies, and the full appreciation of 
veterinary science by stock owners is always only a 
matter of time. State veterinary science is a true econo- 
mic science. It saves money and repays an enormous 
interest on any capital invested in it. This interest is 
repaid to the agriculturist by ensuring him against the 
luss of his stock from disease, and teaching him the best 
methods of breeding and rearing animals.—7'ransvaal 
Agricultural Journal. 








YORKSHIRE. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds 
on Friday, April 26th. Mr. J. McKinna, of Hudders- 
field (President) in the chair, and the attendance of 
members included: Messrs. H. G. Bowes, G. C Barber, 
W. Crawford, A. W. Mason, A. McCarmick, 8S. Wharam, 
of Leeds; G. Whitehead, Batley; J. A. Hodgman, Barns- 
ley; A. Ellison, Harrogate; F. A. Pawlett, P. Weston, 
York ; J. H. Woodrow, Swinefleet ; W. A. Campbell, 
Boroughbridge ; P. Deighton, Selby ; T. C. Fletcher, 
Sheffield. Visitor: Mr. Aggio, Otley. 

Letters or telegrams expressive of regret at inability 
to be present had been received from Professor W. O. 
Wiliiams, Liverpool (who had promised notes on splints, 
spavins, and uncommon forms of lameness, with cine- 
matograph illustrations), J. Abson, W. G. Schofield, 
R. Cockburn, Professor McLauchlan Young, J. Smith, 
J. Lazenby, Lloyd Jones, Lloyd, and Sampson. 


THe Pusiic HEALTH CONGRESS. 


The President was chosen to represent the Society at 
the Annual Conference of the British Institute of Public 
Health to be held at Douglas, Isle of Man, from the 29th 
June to the 5th of July, anda grant of £5 was made 
towards his expenses. This year Mr. Kinna is the Vice- 
president of the Veterinary and Hygiene and Compara- 
tive Pathology Section of the Lnstitute. , 


Tue Councit ELEcTION. 


Mr. Bowss recalled that at the January meeting it 
was decided that the question of a candidate for the 
forthcoming election of the Council of the R.C.VS. 
should be postponed till that day. Personally he 
should like to see a good man nominated. They had 
really only two members on the Council—Mr. Mason 
and Mr. McKinna. Lancashire had four representa- 
tives, and he did not see why they should not have 
another representative. They had agreed to join with 
the Lancashire, the Eastern Counties, and Liverpool 
Societies, and they would have to bear a portion of the 
joint expenses in connection with theelection. He pro- 
posed that Mr. 8S. Wharam, in the event of his willing- 
ness to stand, be their nominee this year, believing that 
his election would give them another excellent member 
on the Council. (Hear, hear.) 
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Mr. McCarmick, in seconding, said he believed that 
Mr. Wharam would look after their interests fully 

Mr. WuaraM, before the resolution was put, said 
that perhaps the present governing body of the profess- 
ion would be improved by the infusion of a little new 
blood. There was not much time to make the neces- 
sary preparations in connection with the election. but 
if it were the unanimous wish of the Society that he 
should stand, he would be pleased to try to do his best 
to get a seat on the Council. 

Mr. Somers asked if the matter had been discussed 
before the Council of the Yorkshire Society, adding: 
All matters considered by the Council should be duly 
brought before the members of the Society. 

Mr. Bowes: Once a year. 

Mr. Somers: Ifa standing committee has been ap- 
pointed, it was only for the purpose of expediting the 
work of the Society, and all its deliberations should 
be reported to the whole of the members. 

The PrEsIDENT replied that the question had not been 
considered by the Council. 

Mr. McCarmick and Mr. Bowes agreed that at the 
January meeting it was decided to leave the question in 
the hands of the Standing Council. 

Mr. CLARKSON said that was so. 

Mr. Bowes : Owing to the lateness of the date and the 
fact that no candidate came forward, the Standing 
Council did not make any recommendation. To-day I 
bring forward a resolution of my own. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously, and the 
President congratulated Mr. Wharam on his nomina- 
tion, observing that it was very laudable indeed that 
any member should aspire to Council honours. 

Mr. WHARAM, in reply to the resolution, said he 
must thank them very much for their unanimous vote. 
He trusted that he should receive the support of the 
members of the Yorkshire Society in the election, as 
well as the support of the members of the profession. 
He took this merely as a preliminary canter, but he 
attached great importance tc being the nominee of the 
Yorkshire Society, which would, as in previous years, 
work in conjunction with the Lancashire, Liverpool, 
and Eastern Counties Associations. Speaking on pro- 
fessional questions, Mr. Wharam observed that he 
thought it was necessary that in the near future they 
should go in for a new Charter, and embody in that 
Charter many changes which would benefit them as a 
profession, both socially and individually. Their funds 
were in a very low state. They were not bankrupt or 
going to be bankrupt, but they certainly should have a 
more regular and substantial annual income, and he 
thought that could be derived either by a registration 
fee or increased fee from the students on receiving 
their diplomas. He did not think an annual registra- 
tion fee practicable. He held the opinion that the 
country and the provincial practitioners should have a 
larger representation on the governing body. (App.) 
With regard to these and other matters he hoped to 
issue an address and to publish it in the journals. 


A PersonaL MATTER. 


Mr. Somers: Do you not think that the deliberation 
of the Council onght to be brought before the whole of 
the members?) One member brings a charge against 
another member, but not a word about it is said to the 
Society. I do not see anything in the rules about the 
Council deliberating and not reporting. I will give 
notice of motion on the subject. 

Mr. Mason explained that before the meeting began 
the President made a statement relating to the specific 


nestion raised by Mr. Somers without mentioning any | 
names. At night the temperature had risen to 103, but other- 


names It was an allegation of unprofessional conduct, 
and the inquiry by the Council lasted three hours. In 
the end both parties were satisfied. 








The PRESIDENT said that if members had not any 
confidence in the existing Council, the course was open 
to turn them out next year and to elect those men in 
whom they thought they had confidence. 

Mr. Somers: [ have every confidence in the Council, 
but I think their deliberations should be reported to the 
members of the Society. 

The PrestpENT remarked that there were matters 
which it would be undesirable to report to a public 
meeting. In the ease referred to there was an amicable 
settlement, and why should not the matter end there. 

Mr. Bowes said he thought Mr. Somers would find 
that the Secretary did submit a short report on ihe 
work of the Council during the year at the October 
meeting. If Mr. Somers wished to have a report at 
every meeting he must get the rules altered. With 
regard to thecase in question he must, to a certain ex- 
tent, take the blame upon himself, for it was he who 
suggested that the Council should deal with it privately. 
He did not think it should be discussed at a atee 
meeting of the Society. Both parties agreed to that 
course and were satisfied. He did not see what anyone 
else had to do with it. 

The PRESIDENT, in the absence of Professor Williams 
to give his promised address, drew attention to three 
cases of interest which had come under his treatment or 
notice recently. 


PENETRATING Wounp, PRroTRUSION or INTESTINE. 


The first one was that of an aged, dark brown mare, 
running at grass with another horse. In attempting to 


jump a wooden fence she got badly staked in the abdo- 


men, the injury causing the internal organs to protrude. 
When seen by his assistant (Mr. D. MacLeod) about two 
hours after the accident, the mare appeared very much 
distressed, sweating profusely and blowing. On exam- 
ination it was found that the wound was situated in the 
right groin between the mammary gland and leg, and 
was from five to six inches long on its outer aspect. The 
protruding organs consisting of the uterus and floating 
colon, which were now highly congested. Prognosis 
was unfavourable, but at the owner’s desire treatment 
was taken in hand. The parts were first washed in a 
warm solution of‘creolin, and afterwards in warm 
hydrarg. perchlor. (1-1000), a strong towel saturated in 
the latter fluid was used to support the parts. An 
attempt was made to return them in the standing posi- 
tion, but this was found to be impossible. She was 
then cast and turned on to her back (in the position of 
castration in the male), the off-hind leg was taken out of 
the hobbles and stretched outwards and backwards. 
Great difficulty was experienced in returning the organs, 
the internal opening being much less than the outer. 
With careful pressure externally, and gentle traction 
internally (per rectum) he had them returned in about 
half-an-hour. As the internal wound could not be 
reached to permit of suturing, the o ening was well 
dusted with a dry dressing and cael firmly with 
absorbent wool, and the external (skin) wound stitched 
with double silk ligatures. Shortly afterwards the mare 
was allowed to get up, and walked with difficulty into a 
box prepared for her in the field. She very soon lay 
down, however, and showed symptoms of colic. A 
sedative draught was administered, and a morphia sup- 
pository left with directions to be administered if the 
pains grew worse during the night. On visiting her 
next morning the pain had subsided, but she appeared 
very dull and diarrhea had set in. Temperature 102°4, 
pulse 52, the wound itself looked very well, with little 
or no swelling. A small bran mash and a little long 
hay were ordered and eaten with considerable relish. 


wise the mare was Joing as well as could be expected, 
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On the following day, although the temperature had 
risen to 104°2 and the pulse to 60, she ate fairly well, 
and appeared quite comfortable, the wound had still a 
healthy appearance with little or no smell or discharge. 
The limb, especially in the region of the hock, showed a 
considerable amount of cedema. 

Treatment consisted in dusting the wound several 
times daily and the administration (in the drinking 
water) of antiseptics. On the third morning some of 
the stitches were removed and the wool extracted. The 
wound was then thoroughly irrigated with hydrarg. 
perchlor. (1-1000) and plugged with dry dressings. This 
was continued night and morning. The temperature 
had, now fallen to 102 and pulse to 48. This course of 
treatment was persevered with for a fortnight or more. 
Healing gradually took place, and from this time for- 
ward recovery was uninterrupted. Exactly a. month 
elapsed from the date of the accident until the mare was 
again turned out to grass. (Applause.) The owner had 
since decided to put the mare to the horse this 
season. 

PARALYsIS oF FactaL NERVE. 


A heavy van mare, rising six years, the property of a 
provision merchant, and purchased by him a week pre- 
viously in the Isle of Man. The animal was taken to 
his yard with the complaint that she was off her food. 
A casual examination showed that the lips were quite 
pendulous, but that the temperature and pulse were 
quite normal. On a close examination being made it 
was found that both lips were paralysed. A little food 
was offered to the animal, she attempted to eat it 
greedily but was unable to prehend it. Any food that 
she did manage to catch with her teeth dropped out of 
her mouth when she began to chew. No history was 
given, and no mark of injury could be found on the head. 
The bridle, stall etc. were carefully examined, but with 
no result. 

Diagnosis: Paralysis of the facial nerve. 
Guarded but favourable. 

The treatment consisted of massage and stimulating 
liniment along the course of the nerve. The mare was 
kept in a loose box and fed on soft food out of a cone- 
shaped bucket specially made. After a day or two she 
could eat out of this bucket fairly well and was getting 
on nicely when she caught a chill. With careful treat- 
ment, however, this was overcome. When convalescent 
she was given a course of nerve tonics and Ung. hydrarg. 
oleat (20 per cent.) applied locally. Recovery took place 
in about six weeks and was complete. 


H2MOGLOBINURIA ? 


A well-bred polo mare 14-1 h.h., belonging to himself. 
She had not been doing well and was off her food for 
about a week. After recovery she was taken a journey 
of seven miles, herowner having an urgent call. When 
two miles out the usual symptoms of hemoglobinuria 
showed themselves somewhat markedly. The mare— 
usually excitable and very quick, instantly lagged in 
pace ; she also at once commenced to break out into a 
very heavy sweat, and with the slightest friction of har- 
ness she got quite into a white froth. With very great 
difficulty she moved along for some distance, but grad- 
ually improved until he reached his destination. He 
found that he had been called toa case of eversion of 
the uterus, but before attending to it he got the men at 
the place to look after the comfort of his mare and to 
whisk her dry. To his great relief, after attending to 
the case to which he had been called, he found the mare 
no worse, and although stiff at starting on the return 
journey she gradually improved, going with a stiffened 
gait. On examining her at home he found that her tem- 
perature was 103, and pulse 54. The muscles of the 
back were hardened and very tender. As she had not 
passed any urine it was drawn away and was quite 


Prognosis : 





bloody and very dark. An alcetic ball, febrifuge, and 
stimulating draughts were administered, with an enema 
to relieve the bowels. He did not think it necessary to 
put her into slings but sat up with her all night, and in 
the morning she showed distinctly favourable symp- 
toms. The urine was less discoloured and voided natur- 
ally, and t= temperature was normal. Later in the 
day she lay down for the first time for about an hour, 
and afterwards the recovery was uneventful. On the 
fourth day from the seizure she was out doing a little 
work and has appeared quite well ever since. 

Mv. Aceio said that years ago he attended a very old 
mare, yet one of the best in the world. There was no 
paralysis of the lips. She took the food up with avidity 
but dropped it He examined the teeth, and they were 
absolutely perfect. She got into such a state that she 
was practically starving. He blistered all along the 
nerves and gave medicine, and with soft food she got a 
little better. She fell off again and the owner destroyed 
her without apprising him of his intention. He was 
afterwards told that there were a lot of black little 
tumours along the muscles, and he came to the conclu- 
sion that it wasa case of melanosis. She was a grey 
mare. 

During his assistantship in London horses which 
underwent operations were cast with a snaffle bridle, 
and there were two or three cases of paralysis of the 
lips. There was not the slightest doubt that the injury 
was due to the use of the bridle, afterwards they always 
cast animals with a halter. 

Mr. WesTON said that in cases of paralysis he had 
found that they had been caused by the using of a 
bridle when casting horses for “ firing.” wg 

Mr. WHARAM expressed the opinion that the success 
in the case of abdominal hernia was due to the free use 
of antiseptics, and that none of the parts were seriously 
damaged. Itshowed what could be done with care and 
skilful treatment in an apparently hopeless case. 

The case of azoturia might have been a very mild 
one, for in all the cases he had seen where they got pro- 
fuse perspiration and hardened muscles, the urine had 
been thick and coffee-coloured, and increased exercise 
had always resulted in greater distress and paralysis. 
He had tried to get many cases home and had often had 
to take them ona float. Those animals that did walk 
always seemed to him worse for having done so. After 
an acute attack there was often lameness of one hind 
leg, occasionally both, with atrophy of the muscles 
around the hip and stifle joints. Complete recovery 
took some weeks. The parts should be massaged, or a 
mild blister applied, and the animal turned to grass. 

Mr. Acero remarked that he had seen hundreds of 
cases of azoturia in London. He had not the slightest 
doubt that one of the cases brought before their notice 
by the President was one of azoturia. 

The PrestDENT briefly replied to the remarks, 


FRACTURED SUFFRAGINIS. 


Mr. WHARAM said the mare was nearly a thorough- 
bred hunter, and when ridden over a boggy field her 
owner felt her give way. She jumped the next fence, or, 
as her owner put it, she knocked through it. She was 
pulled up and examined, it appearing that the hip was 
a little bit dropped, and that something was the matter 
with her quarter. The owner managed to get the animal 
to the nearest railway station. and boxed her to Leeds, 
where she walked home with difficulty. He (Mr. 
Wharam) saw her within half-an-hour of her arrival. 
The hip seemed to be a little dropped and was flattened 
on the quarters. He examined her. The muscles at 
the back of the stifle were very much swollen, and 
there was also a certain amount of pain inside the fet- 
lock joint. He gave no opinion that evening, as he 
could not form one, and examined her very carefully for 





June 29, 1907 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


3 





a few days. On the sixth day he made up his mij 
that it was a fracture, and the owner, a had i 
£120 for the mare, had her immediately shot.  ~ 


FRACTURED VERTEBRA. 


Mr. CLarkson. This case he had come across quite 
accidentally, though, four years ago, he had attended 
the pony in a colliery. The pony was found cast in the 
stall, his feet and head being fast. After arest of a few 
months, the pony went to regular work, though with a 
curved neck. A few days ago the pony dropped in its 
stall, and died suddenly. He asked for the vertebra 
which he now exhibited, showing several fractures. To 
him, the neck, which was S-shaped, and the only one of 
the kind that he had ever seen, was the most interesting 
feature of the case. “ 

Mr. ELLIson related a case similar to that mentioned 
by Mr. Wharam 

Mr. FLETCHER said that he knew of a recent instance 
where a horse suffering from a fractured pelvis had 
been taken out of a veterinary surgeon’s hands and 
walked four miles. There was no doubt that the animal 
must have suffered an enormous amount of pain during 
the journey, and a question arising out of the case was 
this: How far was a veterinary surgeon justified in in- 
forming of a client doing an action of that sort ? 

Mr. ELLIson said he knew of an animal with a frac- 
tured pelvis walking a couple of miles. It lived three 
months, when it was destroyed. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD pointed out that much depended 
upon the position of the fracture. Only this summer in 
the hunting field he noticed an animal which had had a 
fractured pelvis. 

Mr. Mason, answering Mr. Fletcher’s qnestion, said 
there should be confidence between client and _practi- 
tioner. 

Mr. CLARKSON also expressed the view that when a 
client employed a practitioner, the latter had no right 
to inform. 

Mr. FLercuer: The client sold the pony to another 
wan and it went out of my possession. 

Mr. Weston said he always removed animals suffer- 
ing as described in floats. 

Mr. CLARKSON observed that some time ago he was 
very much hurt when he saw a client starving his 
horse. He should like to have sent the man “ some- 
where” and to have given evidence, but his mouth was 
closed and he could not inform. 

Mr. Somers: Asa matter of professional confidence 
Mr. Clarkson may be right, but it must not be forgotten 
that we are all here to alleviate the suffering of 
animal life. 

On the motion of Mr. Ellison, seconded by Mr. 
Fletcher, and supported by Mr. Somers, the President, 
Mr. Wharam, and Mr. Clarkson were accorded a hearty 
vote of thanks for their contributions. 


Girt TO THE LIBRARY. 


The PRESIDENT announced that Mr. Mason had pre- 
sented another book to the Society’s library, his latest 
gift being “Cases of Farriery in which the diseases of 
horses are treated on the principles of the Veterinary 
School of Science,” published 100 years ago, by “An 
Old Master.” 

Mr. Mason was warmly thanked for the volume, the 
resolution being submitted by the President, and 
seconded by Mr. McCormick. 

Afterwards those present at the meeting were enter- 
tained to tea by the Leeds members of the Society. 





The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have ap 

ointed : 
be a Local Veterinary Inspector for the purpo 
Diseases of Animals Acts. 





THomas Matruew Ineouis, M.R.C.V.S., to} the numberless children, wh r Val 7 
ses of the | be brought up on cow's milk, it formsa staff which 





WEST OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting was held in the Religious Institution 
Rooms, 200 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, on Wednesday, 
May 15th, 1907, at 3.30 pm. Those present included 
Messrs. D. Hamilton, Hamilton; T. A. Douglas, Kil- 
tarnock ; Robt. Mitchell, junr., Geo. W. Weir, Wm. 
Roy, Wm. Robb, John Renfrew, Glasgow; N. H. 
Macalister, Johnstone ; W.S. M‘Murrich, Helensburgh ; 
Robt. Anderson, Cupar Fife; Prof. John R. M‘Call, and 
Hugh Begg, Kast Kilbride. Visitors: Prof. A. Gofton, 
Edinburgh ; and Wm. Hill, Glasgow. 

In the absence of the President (on account of illness) 
Mr. Thos. A. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., was called to the 
chair. 

Letters of apology for absence were intimated from 
Professors Dewar and Bradley, Messrs. Connochie 
and C, Cunningham. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

New MEMBER. 

Mr. Hector M‘Inryre, Greenock, was proposed b 
Mr. Geo. Weir, and seconded by Prof. John R. M‘Call. 

A communication was read from Mr. E. Lionel 
Stroud, Hon. Sec. of the Parliamentary Representation 
Committee, thanking the Association for their contri- 
bution towards the initial expense of the movement. 

A circular letter was also read from Mr. Wharam, 
candidate for election to the Council of the R.C.V\S., 
stating his views on several important professional 
topics. 

Some considerable time was spent discussing business 
matters, and Mr Begg moved that the discussion on his 
paper be postponed in the meantime so that Mr. Ander- 
son of Cupar Fife might read his paper on “The accom- 
plishment of a pure milk supply,” and thus enable him 
to catch his train for the north. 


THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF A PURE MILK 
SUPPLY. 
By Ropr. ANverson, M.R.C.V.5 


»., Cupar Fife. 

To an audience, whose acquaintance with milk is 
confined to its use as an article of everyday diet, the 
fact that milk is open to much contamination would 
perhaps be in need of demonstration, before the neces- 
sity of comprehensive measures to make that use free 
from uncomfortable suspicion could be made to engage 
its serious attention. 

To members of this and other veterinary science 
associations a justifiable suspicion of much of the milk 
sold is no doubt held as a warrantable conviction, and 
dilation on the point of milk impurity is unnecessary. 

It is well, however, in order that the importance of a 
pure milk supply may receive adequate emphasis, that 
we recollect these features of its consumption, since so 
far as purely personal regard goes, the suspicion attach- 
ing to milk may be somewhat complacently entertained. 
In other words, I wish to direct attention to the respon- 
sibility which our knowledge and experience as veteri- 
nary surgeons fixes, because of the nature of much that 
may make milk a source of danger to publie Health, 
such responsibility finding its expressions and relief in 
the direction our knowledge and experience, earnestly 
applied, may give to efforts made to remove the 
danger. . 

These special features of the general consumption of 
milk are readily summarised. To many, as for instance 
; who for various reasons must 
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must ee them, if they are to gain a footing, and 
walk unhandicapped in the highway of life. 

To others, comprising a vast army of sick and 
invalids, it is a bridge which must carry them, if that 
gulf which has suddenly opened aoross their paths, or 
to whose edge they have slipped, perhaps by unconscious 
stages, is to be successfully crossed. 

In these conditions of delicacy and weakness the only 
chance of successful survival exists in that on which 
oon and growth depend being at least a pure arti- 
cle. Robust and mature constitutions may more suc- 
cessfully resist a direct and purposeful attack on their 
defences than they can evade serious consequences from 
= degrees of impurity as may lurk unsuspected in 
milk. 

Evasion of all possible danger is the only chance the 
weak and delicate have for survival, and it is considera- 
tion of their case which gives special urgency and em- 

hasis to the demand for a milk supply free at least 

rom dangerous impurity. And my contention is that 
such evasion can only be secured by the elimination of 
danger in its source. 

There are many impurities and contaminations to 
which milk is subject which do not concern us as veteri- 
narians, being contracted by the milk after removal from 
the cow ; and it is only in so far as the milk producer 
—the cow—may be legitimately blamed that the subject 
has, for us, practical interest. And because of its special 
importance, the Tubercular Infection of Milk is the im- 
purity I have in mind, and a Pure Milk Supply is a 
supply free from the possibility of tubercular infection. 

tated in terms of its effects, the policy advocated, as 
alone adequate to the importance of the subject is that 
of elimination of all such danger at its source, against 
others which in their results can only be named as poli- 
cies of neutralisation of a danger allowed to exist in 
milk, combined perhaps with an attempt to obviate a 
degree of such danger. Without the production of 
freedom from tubercular disease in cattle, efforts to se- 
cure freedom from danger of tubercular infection from 
milk to a community susceptible by delicacy and weak- 
ness to its ready development, must be in Ao of neu- 
tralising such danger by sterilisation of the milk ; a 
degree of obviation of danger being attained by such 
attention to the cows as is comprised in a method of 
inspection, so that those clinically affected or having the 
disease recognisably localised in the udder, may be de 
barred as milk suppliers. 

With sterilisation we have no concern beyond recog- 
nising its necessity, while cows capable of supplyir g 
infective milk remain untouched by n.ethods of precau- 
tion. Asa matter of individual fastidiousness, it may 
however be said that bacilli, be they ever so dead, do 
not form a pleasing recollection. And as emphasising 
the folly of any dependence on neutralisation as of 

eneral benefit, we find individual taste a very potent 
orce to minimise its efficacy. Those most exposed to 
danger by their close contact with milk at its individual 
source, and the contempt which long familiarity breeds 
of any suggestions of danger will always remain negli- 
gent of warning and resentful of interference, and that 
not only for emt but, it may be, for susceptible 
dependents. 
here is only one point in the scientific aspect of the 
matter that I would refer to, because recent researches 
have given it such definite prominence as to constitute 
corroborative evidence of the culpability of milk. This 
point is the priority given to ingestion as against inhala- 
tion as the channel of entrance to a constitution of the 
specific organism of tuberculosis. This knowledge of 
the channel of infection by a specific organism is the 
necessary foundation for any scheme of prevention of 
specific diseases, and in the case of tuberculosis its want 
of relative appreciation may account for the futility of 
a great deal that has been advocated and tried by way of 





prevention. In the case of adults where there must re- 
main a large suspicion of injection by inhalation, the 
importance of ingestion is somewhat modified, though 
as with inhaled matters there is the great Dp wap ed of 
their being received into the system beyond the pharynx 
by swallowing, any scheme of prevention which includes 
treatment of tissues first invaded, as well as efforts to 
altogether avoid contamination, will profit by this freshly 
acquired importance of ing2stion. 

ln view of the failure hitherto of attempts at confer- 
ring immunity against tubercular invasions, this greater 
importance of ingestion as the common channel of injec- 
tion presents itself attempting to experiment, along 
lines which will include the process in endeavours to 
confer immunity. 

Ingested materials of deleterious nature have to run 
the guantlet of concentrated defence offered by abdo- 
minal lymph glands, and it is conceivable that if some 
of those agents, as tuberculin or other derivative of the 
bacillus tuberculosis, entered the system by the same 
channel, that such glands would, because of its effect, 
acquire a fresh quality of resistance, and because of 
this being the principal channel of infection confer no 
mean immunity. It is a suggestion of the advisability 
of fortifying guards as well as endeavouring te make 
the garrison invulnerable. 

This, however, is a digression, and being an opinion 
from the clinical point of view on a subject admittedly 
pathological, is perhaps inexcusable. 

In discussing a policy of elimination it seems the 
better plan for securing agreement to its claims for our 
advocacy, to look at both methods of treatment of tht 
source of danger, especially in the nature of the adminis- 
tration. 

The subject has been dealt with from the point of 
view of veterinary interests and the policy advocated 
has been that which for purposes of reference [ have 
designated “the obviation of danger” policy, such 
interests being conserved by the insistence on the in- 
spection of milk cows by veterinary surgeons. Well, it 
seems tome, if such policy is decided on, and it is the 
least that can be done if the finding of the Royal Com- 
mission on the subject is to have legislative effect, that 
veterinary interests will look after themselves. While 
in the department of meat inspection, the duties may 
in the bulk be performed by lay inspectors, when it 
comes to the recognition in live animals of a specific 
disease, I don’t think any proposal to replace veterinary 
surgeons is like to be made or tolerated. So that special 
activity to obtain this recognition is uncalled for, and 
being uncalled for can only seem to arise from a jealous 
fear—a consideration fatal to sympathetic regard. 

Approaching the subject as I nevertheless do from the 
point of view of veterinary interests, I proceed on the 
assumption that such interests, because of their intrinsic 
worth, are able to look after themselves ; that if re-~ 
quired veterinary services will be sought, and our dut 
to ourselves is contained in, or as I prefer to say, devel- 
oped by the realisation of the duty such capacities as 
we claim imposes on us. Our duty to ourselves is not 
in seeing to it that our services will be employed, but in 
giving the best advice our knowledge and experience 
directs, which if it has any worth will claim our practi- 
cal help also. This is notthe expression of an idealistic 
attitude, but a recognition of the estimate which a saving 
common sense enables the public to put on claims for 
its notice and approval. 

And the distinction to be gained here, carrying with 
it a large measure of public regard, especially by that 
large section of the community who are at present quite 
unconscious of our existence, is the distinction belonging 
to those who frame a policy of large public benefit, 
in other words it is the recognition of masters of a 
situation rather than the security of employment or 
remuneration of servants. As it so happens, these con- 
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siderations lead me to expect better material advenee-| 
ment for the profession than a proffer of fitness for ser- 
vice alone comes within sight of obtaining. 

Looking, then, at the obviation of danger policy, we 
have these considerations for its reception and features 
of its administration to note, and compare with a policy 
of elimination. 

_A policy of obviation of danger bas as chief considera- 
tion for its adoption the ca-e of public health alone ; the 
source of danger, in this case milk cows, only entering 
into that consideration as objects of suspicion and dis- 
trust, so that no direct benefit to the state of health of 
milking stock is included in its aim and scope, which in 
effect means that such policy has no direct purpose to 
consider the interests of owners of such stock. 

In the cause of public health it is justifiable to adopt 
measures for its security without reference to private 
interests. And even if we allow that here, such inter- 
ests will be given some consideration, it is to be remem- 
bered that those, viz., the medical authorities, who in 
matters of public health must be the promoters and 
directors of any scheme, are not so fully acquainted with 
such interests as to give them adequate sympathy. And 
in a policy in which veterinarians only appear as ser- 
vants of administration, their full sympathetic acquain- 
tance with such interests, based as it is on knowledge 
of the far reaching effects of such policy, can find no 
emphatic expression. 

his immediately raises the question whether a policy 
of elimination of the disease in cattle would have the 
ready approval of stock owners—as it entails much dis- 
turbance of trade and custom—against one which, as it 
leaves the disease still existent in cattle, institutes a pro- 
cedure of constant supervision and inspection. 

Such procedure might be introduced without much 
difficulty, and in practice, so far as its administration 
goes, cause small disturbance to the dairyman ; but we 
must remember the hardship entailed by reason of its 
cumulative effects, owing to the great prevalence of 
tubercular disease in cattle. Thorough inspection must 
cause notification of the disease in many dairy stocks. 
And suspicion on a matter on which the public has a 
nervous apprehension would be as fatal to a dairyman’s 
interest as a stock of wholly diseased animals. That 
this nervous apprehension will exist is not to be doubted. 
A necessary preliminary to securing legislation is the 
education of the electorate to a realisation of the danger 
which causes demand for it, or in other words a cer- 
tain wholesome fear must be stimulated. 

I submit than on realisation of these points, that 
section of agriculturists whose chief business is milk 
supply will prefer a scheme which carries with it some 
promise of finality against one which but perpetuates a 
condition of things irksome to the freedom loving 
Briton. In saying this I wish to be taken as expressing 
the conviction that if the cause of public health is not 
employed as the motif force to relieve a great industry 
from a cause of serious yearly loss, then consideration 
of that loss alone is little likely to inspire action for its 
relief, and the disease remain, despite agricultural de- 
mand, toa time when a cure or certain preventive Is 
discovered. ; 

That is, I think, too uncertain an eventuality to be 
allowed to modify a great scheme of public health which 
closely touches agricultural interests. There is not only 
the unlikelihood of agricultural demand for eradication 
being latterly attended to, the claims of public health 
being satisfied there is the unlikelihood of the demand 
being made by farmers. It is part of the ironical nature 
of things tubercular that farmers don’t appreciate this 
loss. The victim to tuberculosis is not quickly cut off 
in the prime of life. She lives to be a walking skeleton 
when her demise is almost unregretted, the previous 


lengthy stage of degeneration being also unfelt, as till 
near the end her milk repaid keep. 


The loss to the 








industry is none the less great, and is worth considera- 
tion from the point of view of national wealth, apart 
from individual recognition ot its extent. There is this 
further general consideration appealing on larger grounds 
for the larger policy. It eliminates the human element 
which is so apt to make the best intended safeguards 
futile. Working as it does in their interests to produce 
freedom a from state of loss, it must have the sympathetic 
regard of agriculturists, while the other, in the majority 
of cases, because of inborn scepticism of any danger 
existing in milk can only inspire a resentful op- 
position. 

Coming to the administration of the alternative 
policies, we find in the one, that of obviation of danger, 
some curious departures from precedent and some most 
unsatisfactory positions for the servants of administra- 
tion, which the larger policy leaves no room for. 

From the public health point of view the general 
danger from milk infection makes its remedy a national 
concern, and the policy embodying that remedy should 
be national in the direction and control of its adminis- 
tration. In short, because of its general importance, and 
because of precedent-—which rules policy in matters of 
general importance in other spheres—it is a work for a 
Government department, directly through its own 
officers, rather than for delegation to locally elected 
authorities whose outlook and genius is essentially 
restricted. 

And from the point of view of agricultural loss the 
remedy, being for the first and greater of industries, 
should be national in its conception and application 
rather than parochial. Locally elected bodies have a 
fatal facility for disagreement over non-essentials, are 
too directly dependent in their election on the will of 
those with interests to serve, and so amenable to local 
considerations ; and subjects of national importance 
should be kept well out of the region of their mal- 
treatment. 

There is also to be remembered that the jurisdiction 
of such locally elected authorities is limited by very 
contracted geographical bounds, which limitation 
makes their administration of the regulations likely to 
be made for inspection a most indirect and complicated 
affair. For milk is received into consuming districts 
from others most remote and scattered. So that even if 
inspection of all cows supplying a district is allowed, 
the imposition of their restrictions must be through the 
authorities in the district of abode of the animal. If, 
however, such possible entanglements of red tape pro- 
cedure are not a correct estimate of such administration, 
then theicost of supervision of imposed restrictions in 
a remote corner is likely to be regretted by the authority 
administering them. 

Direct Government administration eliminates the cost 
which such difficulties create, consideration of which 
cost may well cause an economical fear to interfere with 
thorough administration, and a scheme of public benefit 
fail through being in the wrong hands. 

A want of consistent thoroughness, such as may 
characterise diverse local methods, is likely to have very 
bad moral effects as well as sanitary inefficiency. Let 
any district be more lax than another in its administra- 
tion and there will be an immigration into it of sus- 
pected and condemned animals, and as this may be into 
poor and populous districts, the national conscience is 
touched to prevent it, the danger to such population 
being increased as compared with present conditions 
rather than diminished, as stocks of cows may be 
small, and the safety conferred by dilution non- 
existent. ee ie , 

As to the personnel of the alternative policies in their 
administration, which constitutes our professional 
interest in the matter, we find grave objection to 
locally administered policies. In such we only appear 
as servants, with the servant's special privilege of being 
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paid and done with, so far as recognition goes. And 
the overseer here, the locally elected authority, has no 
capacity a exercising a partial regard in the 
election of the servant, in estimating as to how the 
duties are performed. And a service, honourable though 
its nature may be, ceases to be respectful when the 
routine discharge of duties is taken as satisfactory 
without regard to the quality of work put into it. 

Owing, again, to the smallness of administrative areas, 
paid professional officials without private interests 
makes their appointment prohibitive, and selection must 
be made amongst veterinary surgeons with private 
interests. An impartial selection may of course be based 
on the possession of stated certificates, but all in a 
district may possess such or none may trouble to gain 
them, leaving influence the sole guide to selection, this 
insistence on the possession of special certificates, I may 
say in passing, I regard as a regrettable and unfortu- 
nate tendency. 

It is however with the duties of the appointed in- 
spectors that I wish rather to deal. Unless legislative 
enactment provides for the use of tuberculin and recog- 
nises its authority, the condemnation of an animal on 
a basis of opinion cannot make an inspectorship other- 
wise than uncomfortable, opinions having the peculiar 
and constant characteristic of unpleasant variety. 

The difference of opinion here is not that which may 
arise between an inspector and the professional adviser 
of an owner of stock ; it is the difference likely to exist 
to the inspector's discomfort—if he happens also to be 
the owner's professional adviser, between the owner’s 
opinion and his notified report. And it is a certainty 
that a large number of cows which a thorough inspec- 
tion would notify would be thought in perfect health by 
the owner. 

Again, all diseases of the udder are proposed to be in- 
cluded in the subjects of notification, and this, I submit, 
Opens a road to interference with private prescription, 
which is apt to be unconsciously traversed. I believe, 
as individuals, we are as ready as any to assume posi- 
tions which are difficult and open to misconstruction of 
motive, but such should not be imposed on us by any 
public policy. It should be possible to do good without 
disability being put on any individual or class. 

Administration in no other sphere with such capaci- 
ties of telling result, is left to private individuals. Police 
have uniforms inspiring respect, sanitary officers are 
not amenable to personal reprisal. And ours isa calling 
in which a whispered suspicion may have material effect 
—the suspicion being no more than that of being too 
particular, which is the popular designation for thorough- 
ness in work coming close to personal interests. 

And if fear of infection from milk has any reality, if 
tuberculosis is so prevalent as we believe, then the work 
of obviating the danger must come very near to frivate 
interests, and that in a way to cause resentment, unless 
owners are convinced of the existence of the danger 
other than in the heads of visionary theorists, and the 
fact of cows in fair good health being possible subjects 
for notification. And my conviction is that with that 
amount of education, owners of milk cows must see for 
themselves the almost impossibility of avoiding report, 
and regret that eradication of a disease so prevalent and 
so insidious was not advocated and adopted. 

That legislative action to obviate the danger to public 
health from milk will take the parochcial rather than 
the national form, unless a very determined effort suc- 
ceeds in opposing it—-such success being, in my opinion, 
only possible by the substistution of a policy essenti- 
ally national in the nature of its administration—is at 
once evident. The sum of recommendations goes no 
further than an alteration of existing enactments to 


it seems to me that registration of cows must also be a 
art of any scheme, short of elimination of tuberculosis 
fon cattle, if purchasers of cows are to be saved the 
recurring mortification of finding themselves possessed 
of animals which must not supply milk for human food. 
These are some of the patent objections to treatment 
of the danger from specific impurity in milk, as derived 
from the cow, by methods of local administration. It 
requires only a brief summary of the advantages of a 
policy of national adininistration to estimate their com- 
arative values from the point of view of veterinary 
interests, which however might be very difficult to 
justify, if at the same time the advantages were not also 
on the side of the consumer and in the interests of the 
agriculturist. 

A policy «f national administration directed by a 
central authority and carried out by directly appointed 
and paid officials, has consistency as one of its principal 
features, a very necessary element in a scheme whose 
importance is national rather than local. With consist- 
ency go thoroughness—as no private interests, beyond 
what a national policy may consider in its enunciation, 
have scope for influence—and economy, which is not a 
feature of local admiaistration of affairs having more 
than !oeal interest. The interests of agriculturists must 
also be better conserved by such a policy. Restrictions 
put on other large industries—as supervision which 
secures the lives and health of workmen, are not locallv 
administered, and the first and largest industry has a 
claim to a like direct impartial treatment. 

It is with the personnel of such administration that 
we are chiefly concerned. Recollect that the objections 
urged against the local administrations are negatived en 
masse as a matter of course. Directly paid officials, such 
as County Veterinary Officers to work with Medical 
Officers of Health, but without any sense of subordina- 
tion, seems a good working basis. Their duties having 
reference to public health, such association tends to 
efficiency, against the ineffectiveness which must appear 
if this work is done under another department whose 
concern with animal diseases is purely as causes of 
monetary loss to agriculture. 

It is, I believe, the aim—like to be realised—of the 
medical profession to have matters of public health 
directed by a special department with its own respon- 
sible minister ; and there is no doubt such department 
will include officials other than purely medical, as 
chemists. 

I believe that in such department the veterinary pro- 
fession might be worthily represented, to the benefit of 
public health and to its own advantage, because of the 
recognition this would mean of the truly national value 
of its knowledge and experience. 

And I believe the inclusion in such departmental con- 
sideration and work of those animal diseases already 
scheduled is in the line of true advancement, not only - 
of the profession but of estimation of the significance 
of such diseases ; our better knowledge showing such 
diseases to be matters affecting public health and 
— wealth rather than purely agricultural profit and 
oss, 

I go further, and express the opinion that insistence 
on having this subject of milk supply treated nationally 
provides the medical profession with their best argument 
for the immediate establishment of such a department. 
As, however, from the medical point of view the 
treatment of milk supply may seem capable of easy 
remedy by simple alteration of existing enactments, it 
remains for the veterinary profession, with their know- 
ledge of the real state of matters and what this remedy 
means, to point out the necessity for treatment along 
national lines. In so doing they secure an undoubted 





make them obligatory rather than optional to Jocal 


advantage to themselves, confer security where other- 


administrations. Registration of cow sheds and dairies, | wise only a palliative sense of such is likely to result to 


or yearly licenses of cow-keepers are also proposed, but'the consumer, and show practical consideration for 
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those on whom the disabilities 
fall. 

One word to correct what may be a misapprehension. 
It has reference to the subject of eradication of tubercu- 
lar disease among cattle. Such discussion may centre 
around my reference to it and result in conclusions of 
political inexpediency, if not practical impossibility of 
such attempt. 

I believe a story I heard of two Irish brothers out 
rabbiting will illustrate my point. One of them found 
a gold watch, which the other advised him to leave 
alone, as they weren’t out hunting gold watches that day, 
tho’ they might do so some other. 

Well, [am not advocating eradication per se. 1 am 
on the hunt for national treatment of this subject, espec- 
ially in the method of administration, and if the ob- 
viation of danger policy can be recommended by the pro- 
fession as giving adequate security to the consumer, and 
be pursued along lines of centr.) direction and control, 
I am content to leave the gold watch hunt to another 
day and to other searchers. 

T may, however, express my conviction of the practi- 
cability of eradication, an@ in a way which need not 
alarm owners of valuable stock, as the means needs not 
be those which the agricultural mind believes the only 
possible, such as seemed indicated by knowledge of the 
subject a few years ago. 

I referred to another point in need of further explana- 
tion—the insistence on the possession of special certifi- 
cates for appointments which veterinary surgeons by 
their knowledge and experience are eminently suited to 
perform, such as diplomas of sanitary science. The 
subjects of examination for such should not include 
those of a professional nature. In that they do so, or 
may do so, and in that those without professional quali- 
fication may gain them, they are a mistake, subtracting, 
indeed, from the value of College diploma, and in so far 
as the duties of such appointments go, rendering it 
valueless. 

In meat inspection a shadow of this danger appears, 
though as the condition in live animals which lay in- 
spectors may give opin on on, is one purely of poor 
bodily state, the shadow is not alarming, since obser- 
vant eyes to notice such are not necessarily of pro- 
fessional production or training. 

With recognition of special diseased conditions it is 
however, a very different thing. Tubercular disease is 
likely to be believed—and veterinary writers are partly 
to blame for the belief—to be capable of summary 
teaching. Ratepayers are easy to convince of the ad- 
vantage of non-professional ability to do what may be 
regarded as rule-of-thumb inspection, and there are 
always those in abundance ready to assume any respon- 
sibility which gives authority and carries a good trades- 
man’s pay. So that, as justifying our professional belief 
in the value of our diploma, such certificates should be 
discouraged. If modesty dictates an ineffective passive 
resistance, I am convinced stock owners won't submit 
to having lay inspectors decide the existence or other- 
wise of a disease whose presence means legislative 
action. 

While in sporadic cases of common ailments the handy 


of any method most 





man may have their respect, they know that it is the 
professional man who, because of his broader ontlook, | 
based on large principles, will best serve the interests of | 
their industry. | 

With pnblic health duties put on a proper foundation, | 
this confusion and humiliation of certificates Is un-| 
necessary. Those with professional capacity are in| 
such alone eligible for what we may call the “commis- | 
sioned” posts, and with medical, veterinary, and 
chemist diplomas as a first essential in_ the different 
spheres, special certificates along lines of such profes- 


sional capacity can be entertained with honour. 
In such arrangement there may be, and must be,a | 


lace 





for others without professional training, as many duties, 
based on non-profession knowledge, would be inelnded. 
Let such non-professional knowledge have, however, 
its full recognition, or certificates if you wish, but let 
them contain no guarantee of ability on lines quite out- 
side the horizon of the mind without knowledge of the 
large principles which professional training alone 
Imparts 

_ Let there be, in short, non-commissioned positions 
in this army of onslanght on disease, the distinction 
hetw een commissioned and non-commissioned to be as 
definite in veterinary as of nature and necessity—and 
the care which doctors take—it is in medical matters. 





The paper was well received and many of those 
present took part in a preliminary discussion of it, but 
as the hour was late and the subject both interesting 
and important, it was agreed to postpone further debate 
upon it till next meeting. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
brought the meeting to a close. 

Hueu Beaa, ) 
Joun R. M‘Catn) 


and Essayist 


Joint Secretaries. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


CasH STATEMENT, AprIL 1, 1906, To Maren 31, 1907. 


W. F. Barrett, Hon. Treasurer, in a/e with the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
Receipts. 
cea & £ ss. d 
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Particulars of relief during year ending Mar. 31, 1907: 
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and in our opinien they are correct. 
JosEPH WooDGER, 
Grorce WARTNARBY, 
1907. 


We hereby 
Accounts, 


(Signed) ' Hlon. Auditors. 


May 25th, 
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Report oF Councit. 


At the request of the Council I have the pleasure to 
present herewith the ninth annual balance sheet and 
general statement of accounts of the above fund. 

At the «lose of the financial year, viz., 31st March, 
1907, consols of the estimated value of £1307 18s. 4d. 
and Norwich Corporation Stock valued at £532 3s. 6d. 
were held by the fund. The balance in the bank on the 
aforementioned date was £164 19s. 9d. I trust there- 
fore that the sum of £60 may be available for invest- 
ment at the next Council meeting of the Society, which 
will be held early in July. During the financial year 
1904-5, the total sum of £179 13s. was received, during 
the year 1905-6 the sum of £171 1s. was obtained, hence 
it will be apparent that although the income of the 
Society for the present year has noi advanced, it is very 
close to that which has been received during the preced- 
ing two years of the existence of the fund. Last year 
the sum of £45 13s. 9d. was added to the capital 
account ; this year no addition has been made, but 
the balance at the bank now exceeds by £36 the sum 
which was available on the 31st March, 1906. I hope 
during the year 1907-8 we may be able to invest £100 
at least. The donations last year amounted to £31 Os. 6d. 
This year I regret to say the sum of £4 3s. only has 
been received under this heid. The total sum has been 
arrived at by reason of the amount subscribed exceed- 
ing last year’s total to the extent of about £27. 

During the year ending 31st Marsh, 1905, the sum of 
£119 was voted by way of relief, last year the sum of 
£132 5s. was similarly voted, during the present year 
the sum of £122 13s. ‘9d. has been expended in a 
like manner. There have been generally fewer reci- 
pients, the amount of relief given has however been 
augmented by the cost entailed in the election to 
the London Orphan Asylum of the son ‘of a deceased 
veterinary surgeon. I am very pleased indeed to re- 
late in this connection, that, owing to much hard work 
on the part especially of some members of the Council, 
this boy was successful at the first election. The 
Council cannot but feel that the money was most 
wisely spent. 

There is a strong feeling on the Council that a special 
fund should be raised for the purpose of securing the 
election of orphan boys to certain schools. Personally 
I may emphasise the need for this by stating that two 
of our present recipient have sons, whom they, owing 
to the lack of means, are quite unable adequately to 
educate. Will not some of the richer members of the 
~~ join hands with us and further this scheme ? 

shall be most pleased to receive the names of any 
subscribers who will do so. 

During the past year several distressing cases of 
a have been brought to the notice of the Society. 

hey mostly relate to the widows and families of 
deceased veterinary surgeons. It is most appalling to 
find that in many cases they are left absolutely penni- 
less, and depend for mere existence upon the aid of 
friends or charitable relief. I desire especially to 
emphasise that each case as presented is most carefully 
gone into, that the most complete enquiry is made, and 
that relief is given only in those cases which are proved 
to be genuine. It is most gratifying to find that there 
is no desire to impose upon the Society ; many of the 
recipients at the earliest opportunity intimate their 
ability to do without the grant, and all are deeply 
grateful for the assistance which has been afforded. The 
small amount annually received, together with the 
number of genuine applications for relief have hitherto 
reluctantly compelled the Council to limit their grant 
to the sum of £1 monthly. Every member is agreed 
that this is altogether too small, but unless the profes- 
sion responds more liberally to the appeals of the Society 
such sum cannot possibly be augmented. I should like 





to add that this amount, although appearing to many of 
us apparently too small to afford real aid, is neverthe- 
less to those on the verge of starvation, most welcome 
and pleasing. 

I am very sorry indeed that so few members of the 
rofession take any interest in the fund, it is much to 
e regretted that even the richer members refrain from 

giving assistance, and many of those who have promised 
aid appear to let the matter escape their memory. In 
my view it is desirable that the services of one active 
and sympathetic practitioner in each county should be 
procured who would be willing to canvass the members 
therein, inaugurate schemes likely to benefit the Society, 
and generally exert himself for the benefit of the Fund, 

I deeply regret to have to record the death, since 
the last annual meeting, of Prof. Pritchard. He had 
been president of the fund, and was at the time of his 
decease a member of the Council. Some years ago he 
gave to the Society a considerable sum of money, he 
rarely missed a Council meeting, and was ever ready to 
help forward the good work. I am sure there is nota 
member associated with the work who will not deplore 
his loss. 

May I, in this report, remind several of my friends 
whose subscriptions are in arrear that I shall be pleased 
to receive their contributions, and may I appeal to the 
original donors of the fund to become annual sub- 
scribers, as by this means alone we can continue to ex- 
tend the work of the Society. My Council desire me to 
thank all those who have so kindly and generously 
helped us during the past year, whether financially or 
with election work, and request me toask them to use 
their influence with their fellow practitioners with a 
view to inducing them to become annual subscribers. 


W. Freeman Barrett, fon. Sec. & T'reas. 
96 Tressillian Road, Brockley, 8.E. 
May 31, 1907. 


NintH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, on 
June 5th, 1907, at 2.30p.m. The President of the 
Society, Mr. F. W. Wragg, took the chair. Present: 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Messrs. Lowe, Trigger, Banham, 
Almond, Stockman, Hon. Sec., and others. 

Letters regretting inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. Shipley, Simpson, Gooch, Coleman, and 
Blakeway. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The case of the election of Mrs. Warmington’s son to 
the London Orphan School was referred to, and much 
gratification was expressed that his election had been 
secured on the first attempt. The services of Mr. J. F. 
Simpson and Mr. Fraser in this connexion were grate- 
fully referred to and it was the general feeling of those 
present that an effort should be made to secure a sum 
of money wherewith to place other orphan boys in the 
same institution. Mr. Trigger expressed the hope that 
an effort would be ‘made to place Mrs. Fletcher’s son in 
this school. 

Regret was expressed that owing to the lack of funds 
it was impossible to relieve all cases of distress, and 
there was a manifest feeling that the Society did not 
receive such attention from the profession as it 
deserved. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that he had received great 
assistance from Mr. 8. Locke the Hon. Sec. of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Defence Society, 
and that by their conjoint aid they had been able to 
materially relieve many genuine cases of poverty. 

Messrs. Villar, Shipley, Bower, Abson, Simpson, and 
Prof. Macqueen were duly elected members of the 
Council. 
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Messrs. E. Coleman, Wragg, and Burrell were re. 
elected trustees, and Messrs. Wartnaby and Woodger 
hon. auditors for the ensuing year. : 

A vote of thanks to the President for presiding termi- 
nated the proceeding. 

W. Freeman Barrett, Hon. See. 





Swine Fever,—Owners Fined. 


At the Chester-le-Street Petty Sessions on June 19, 
George Kemp, of Chester-le-Street ; Edward Mallaby, 
of Waldridge Fell ; David Little, Pelton ; Robert P ir- 
vis, Pelton; and Thomas Huttler, Pelton, were sum- 
moned under the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, 
Section 4, for having been in possession of pigs which 
were ill, and not using sufficient diligence in notifying 
the fact to the police. Mr. E. R. Edwards, F.R.U.VS., 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries Inspector, prose- 
cuted, and Mr. John Turnbull, Chester-le-Street, repre- 
sented the defendants. 

Mr. Edwards said all the pigs had been bought from 
the Gateshead Workhouse at Bensham. On May 30 he 
visited Little. He found that he had had two pigs, but 
they were dead and had been buried in the garden. He 
had the bodies exhumed, and in making a post mortem 
examination he found evidence of swine fever in each 
animal. Defendant had not notified the police that 
these pigs were il]. He visited Purvis, who had had 
two pigs. Both were dead, one was lying in the garden, 
and the other had been buried. A post mortem exam- 
ination revealed the fact that both had had swine fever. 











He visited Huttler on May 30. He had had two pigs, 
one of which had died and had been buried about 200 
yards away in a dene. He had the other pig slaughtered, 
but found no trace of disease, and the defendant had 
since received a guinea, the full value of the pig, from 
the Board of Agriculture. He visited Mallaby on 
June 4. He found one pig dead, lying in the garden, 
and one still alive. The dead pig was found to bear 
evidence of swine fever, and on the second one being 
slaughtered it was also found to have been suffering 
from the disease. He visited Kemp’s stye, and found 
he had five pigs, all of which were = ly He had them 
all slaughtered, and found evidence of swine fever in 
three. Kemp would receive full value for the two which 
were not diseased, and half value for those which were. 

In reply to cross-examination, the inspector stated 
that it was to the interest of pig-keepers to notify to the 
police that animals were suffering from disease, boetineo 
if they were slaughtered at the instance of the Board of 
Agriculture and were found to be free from disease, full 
value was paid for them ; while if there was disease 
present half value was paid. Witness could not tell 
what was the matter with the pigs until he had made a 
post mortem examination. 

For the defence it was stated by Mr. Turnbull that if 
the inspector did not know the animals were suffering 
from swine fever it was hardly probable that the owners 
would be able to detect it. 

This being the first case at Chester-le-Street, the 
magistrates only imposed a fine of 10s. and costs upon 
each defendant, but Mr. Kerrich-Walker, the Chairman, 
announced that future cases would be more severely 





dealt with.— he Evening Chronicle (Newcastle). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technica 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 





1 Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 20, 1907, 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons, Tnesday, June 25: 
TropicaL DIsEASES RESEARCH. 


In reply to Col. Lockwood. Mr. CHURCHILL says :—A 
sum of £500 a year is contributed by tae Imperial 
Government to Tropical Diseases Research Fund ad- 
ministered by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
and an annual grant is made from this fund to the 
Tropical School of Medicine at Liverpool. The amount 
of the grant for the present financial year is £500. The 
school,is not a Government institution, and I am unable 
to say what is the total cost of its maintenance and 
what amount is contributed by the Government of the 
Congo. An annual grant is also made from the fund 
to the School of Tropical Medicine in London. The 
amount of the grant to that school for the present 
financial year is £1,000, with an additional grant of 
£1000 to be spread over three years, for the purpose of 
creating the appointment of a pathological entomologist 
at the School. 








The Late Mr. William Pallin, F.R.C.V.S. 


Widespread regret, we are sure, was felt at the 
announcement of the unexpected demise, which occur- 
red in London on Saturday, 15th inst. Mr. Pallin, 
accompanied by his devoted wife, had crossed the Chan- 
nel in the early part of the week in order to be present 
at the Epsom meeting, and we believe he spent all four 
days on the famous downs to which he generally paid a 
visit during Derby week. All with whom he came in 
contact at Epsom appear to have regarded Mr. Pallin as 
looking uncommonly well, and on the evening of his 
death he dined with his old friend, Mr. Simons Harrison, 
and subsequently returned to his rooms at Maddox 
Street, and there disposed of a considerable share of cor- 
respondence. After retiring for the night he was over- 
taken by a seizure from which he never rallied, and thus 
came the end of a man who in many respects was re- 
markable, and in various ways an example of what 
courage, ability, and ever upright conduct can 
achieve. 

Willie Pallin, as he was known to his more intimate 
friends in early life, joined the veterinary profession, 
and when still a very young man was appointed to the 
20th Hussars. Though devoted to a military career, his 
chief leaning was for the life of a country gentleman, 
and a few years after he had retired from the Army, 
fortune coslied him to indulge this taste in precisely the 
way he could have desired. About this time Athgarvan 
Lodge came into the market, and perhaps had Europe 
been searched another spot could not have been picked 
that Mr. Pallin would have preferred. He purchased it, 
and although the historic residence and the stabling 
attached were in poor repair, Mr. Pallin soon put all in 
order, and during his occupancy it has always been re- 
garded as one of the show places around the Curragh. 
Besides Athgarvan Lodge he owned the Jockey Hall 
property, on which he also spent large sums in improve- 
ments ard developments. Few men led a more active 
life than Mr. Pallin. For a while after he had severed 
his connection with the Army he pursued his profession, 
but for a good many years back did not care to engage 
in it more than suited his own convenience, but then 
with an extensive stud farm, not to speak of his connec- 
tion with public boards, he had but few spare moments. 
He was a man of varied and refined tastes, as all must 
be aware who have ever visited Athgarvan Lodge. He 
devoted a considerable share of his time to literature, 





and was the author of some most practical works on the 
breeding and rearing of blood stock, while he gave no 
small share of attention to artistic matters, wielding the 
brush with much success. Always passionately fond of 
field sports, he was, until a few seasons ago, a well known 
tigure with the Kildare Hounds, besides which he for a 
time maintained a pack of harriers. Hardly necessary 
is it to say that for a lengthened period he was a consis- 
tent patron of racing, and having embarked in it he very 
appropriately adopted the colours of his predecessor at 
Earn. viz., yellow, ruby buttons and cap. Early 
in life he frequently figured in regimental and other 
Corinthian races, and if he did not achieve much success 
with his horses, still the sideboard at Athgarvan contains 
many trophies won on the racecourse. Mr. Pallin was 
the essence of kindness, and in his own unobtrusive 
way did a world of good in his immediate locality, where 
he was always recognised as a large and generous em- 
ployer. He was for several years a Justice of the Peace 
for County Kildare. 

It was as a stud master and breeder of blood stock 
that Mr. Pallin will be best remembered. He was pro- 
bably the pioneer in the matter of public breeding in 
this country, as albeit the Mayfield and Ballyfin estab- 
lishments sprung up about the same period as the 
Athgarvan Lodge stud, still these had but compara- 
tively short careers. On the other hand, Athgarvan 
grew and prospered, and during the five or six-and- 
twenty years it has been in existence, Mr. Pallin passed 
through it over eighty sires, distributing many of these 
in various parts of the country, and of course retaining 
the choicest at home. Prior to Mr. Pallin taking up his, 
residence beside the Curragh he provided sires for 
breeders in County Carlow, these achieving much suc- 
cess, but, so far as the writer can remember, the first 
stallion quartered at Athgarvan was Balfe, a horse of 
No. 14 family by Plaudit out of Bohemia by Weatherbit, 
whom Mr. Pallin expressed a decided desire to secure 
after he had seen him finishing second for the St. Leger 
to Craig Miller in 1875. The daughters and grand- 
daughters of Balfe did good service at the stud, as from 
them came such good racers as Green Lawn, Mavel, etc. 
The space dare not be sought to allow of even very brief 
reference being made to the troop of sultans which Mr. 
Pallin imported, including Two Thousand, Derby, and 
St. Leger winners. Beyond all doubt the most success- 
ful sire that ever held court at Athgarvan was Favo, a 
chestnut horse of No. (1) family by Favonius out of 
Adrastra by St. Albans. On the racecourse, Favo was 
just a useful racer, and in his day was the winner of ten 
or a dozen races. He was expatriated to the South of 
France, and there, whilst hurdling, Mr. Pallin, while on 
a holiday, saw him and managed to pick him up for a 
mere trifle. That he was not greatly concerned as to 
how he would make the journey to Ireland may be jud- 
ged from the fact that he simply brought a coarse rug, 
on which was stamped “ Pallin, Athgarvan, Newbridge, 
Ireland,” and without an attendant dispatched him to 
his future home. He arrived safe and well, and in three 
or four years becathe the most successful stallion in this 
country, his list for several seasons being filled early at 
a substantial fee. 

Very rarely, if ever, has a resident at or near the Cur- 
ragh passed into the land of the Shadow more deeply, 
more genuinely regretted, and to his widow and his sons 
we beg to tender our sincere sympathy. He who pens 
this all too insufficient tribute toa warm-hearted friend, 
a good citizen, and thorough sportsman, knew the 
deceased from boyhood, and ever and always recognised 
in him, as did countless others, that he was in every 
sense of the word a man. Peace to his manes.—Sport. 
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Personal. 


Mr. Henry B. Eve, M.R.C.V.S., has been appointed 
an Official Veterinary Inspector at the Agricultural 
Show at Folkestone, July 3. 


MecuaNn—Do.tar.—On the 19th June, at St. Mary’s 
Bryanston Square, by the Rector, Rev. H. Russell Wake- 
field, Joseph Mechan, M.B., C.M., fourth son of Arthur 
Mechan, of Largs, Ayrshire, to Mary Elizabeth, eldest 
pa of Peter S. Dollar, of 18 Cumberlai.d Place, 

ondon. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 21. 


Army VETERINARY Corps.—Major E. R. C. Butler 
tobe Assistant Director General. 


At a Levée held by His Majesty the King on Wednes- 
day, June 26th, at St. James’ Palace, the following pre- 
sentations were made : 

* * * * 

Lieut.-Col. T. Flintoff, D.S.O., A.V.C., on return from 

Active Service, by H.R.H. Inspector General of Forces. 


The undermentioned officers were present at the 
Dinner of Army Veterinary Service held at the White- 


hall Rooms, Hotel Metropole, on Friday, 2ist June, | 


1907 :— 

Major-General H. Thomson, C.B.; Colonels A. E. 
eg F. Smith, C.B., C.M.G., C. Steel, W. B. 

alters, C.B.; Lieut.-Colonels A. F. Appleton, R. W. 
Raymond, R. Rowe, C. Rutherford, C.M.G.; Majors 
E. R. C. Butler, R. L. Cranford, J. D. Edwards, 
G. C. O. Fowler, E. W. Larnder, E. J. Lawson, 
F. C. Stratton, H. A. Sullivan, E. Taylor, G. M. 
Williams ; Captains J. J. Aitken, F.S. H. Baldrey, 
E. P. J. Barry, F. U. Carr, A. E. Clarke, R.C. 
Cochrane, W. O. Dawson. A. F. Deacon, H. M. Durrant, 
W. B. Edwards, O.S. Fisher, M. St. G. Glasse, J. J. 
Griffith, C. H. Hylton Jolliffe, B. L. Lake, W. C. Lowe, 
J. B. Southey, A. G. Todd, H.C. Welch, W. N. Wright, 
Lieutenants J. O. Andrews, E. P. Argylle, R. S. Audas, 
S. Black, H. Bone, L. L. Dixson, A. Hedgins, H. L. 
Jones, T. Lishman, W. I Macauley, S. F. G. Pallin, 
W. N. Rowston, H. A. Stewart, H. C. Stewart, W. H. 
Taylor, and Quarter-Master R. C. Fenton. 


The mounted infantry company of the Victoria and 
St. George’s has always been a feature of thecorps known 
officially as the 1st Middlesex, a fine battalion which has 
long been famous as a crack shooting regiment. At the 
inspection on the Guards ground, Capt. W. 8S. Mulvey 
had under him as efficient a company of mounted in- 
fantrymen as any volunteer corps could show. 





Obituary. 


Georce Timms, M.R.C.V.S., Bridport. 
Jraduated, Edin: April, 1882. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
* PROVINCIAL PRACTITIONERS.” 
Sir, 

The letter of your correspondent who “for obvious 
reasons’’ (what are they?) signs himself “A Provincial 
Practitioner’? has probably awakened silent mirth in very 
many of your readers. 

I will not suppose that the bulk of the readers of The 
Veterinary Record could have been other than amused by 
the views which “A Provincial Practitioner ash so com- 
placently sets forth. But I am of an impetuous disposition, 





and the feeble grammar, and still more feeble thinking, of 
your correspondent’s epistle impel me to reply to it. 

To begin with, your correspondent falls into the fatal 
error (into which no one who knows anything about the 
subject could possibly fall) of supposing that all men who 
take post graduate courses are newly qualified Anyone who 
has the slightest acquaintance with the class of men who 
take the post graduate course will smile at this. I could 
name men of twenty years experience (including a member 
of Council) who have taken it. It is needless to dilate 
further upon this point. 

A word is necessary upon ‘‘ practical knowledge,’’ regard- 
ing which your correspondent descants so glibly. What is 
this practical knowledge? I have heard many a self satisfied 
and affluent ignoramus with M.R.C.V.S. after his name (he 
could not get it now) refer to “ practical experience’’ in 
support of such theories as the hereditary transmission of 
tuberculosis, and the non-bacterial origin of tetanus. But 
there is another “ practical knowledge'’ of which your 
correspondent apparently has no cognisance. The intimate 
and detailed acquaintance with the anatomy and histology 
of each of the domesticated animals—the practical acquaint- 
ance with the manifestations of disease in each—how are 
these to be learnt, or if they have ever been learnt, how are 
they to be retained, in the routine of a busy practice, of 
which the most important part is—talking to clients ? 

As for your correspondent’s description of a man “ doing 
£2009 a year '’—it is too dreadful altogether. 

I agree with one only of the various qualifications which 
your correspondent (does he do £2000 a year, I wonder ?) 
recites as essentials to the successful practitioner. He must 
be “‘a tactician.’’ In other words, he must be able to make 
people believe that he knows everything about veterinary 
science, though he may have forgotten its rudiments. That, 
I admit, is the kind of man to make “ from professional 
work alone £2000 a year'’—but is he the man to be en- 
trusted with the care of the health of the nation ? 

I grant that ‘‘he must be a busy man with his whole 
thoughts concentrated in his work.’’ [s that work to be the 
gathering of his £2000 a year at the expense of the public, 
or the reception of, say, £500 a year, for services rendered 
for the benefit of the public ?—Yours faithfully, 

“*LONDON PRACTITIONER.”’ 


EN AVANT. 
Sir, 

It is very gratifying to read the interesting reports of the 
raeeting of the Central V.M.A. on the 6th of June. ! feel 
sure that the students at the various Colleges will read with 
satisfaction the very able way in which the speaker put 
forward their views, and I am confident that the perfectly 
unanimous disapproval of the views to further tap the 
resources of the student for additional fees will be very cor- 
dially received by all undergraduates. Speaking as one 
having served a pupilage ina very good cattle practice, I 
think that one of the reasons why unqualified assistants are 
sometimes appointed is that many recent graduates, 
although excellent students during College days are, in many 
cases, deplorable failures when they come to take up cattle 
practice. There is no doubt that this is principally due to 
the fact that many of them have not seen any country prac- 
tice previous to taking their diplomas, and they regard 
cattle practice as secondary in importance to equine and 
canine work. There is one item which has not been refer- 
red toin the recent speeches on veterinary matters, but 
which, I think, is of some importance. Many practitioners 
style themselves M.R.C.V.S.L. Others are not content 
with adding the unnecessary and undesirable letter “L "’ 
but further ornament their doors and bill heads with the 
other portion F.L.V.M.S. Obviously this is distasteful 
advertisement and ought not to be tolerated. It is only 
adopted by those members who may fancy that it improves 
them in the eyes of the general pnblic, but it often leads 
a client to make a spurious distinction between the two 
practitioners, and can only have the undesirable effect of 
undermining the dignity of the legal qualification when the 
client learns the insignificant additions to M.R.C.V.S.— 


Yours faithfully, 


** Boss 
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CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED—Messrs. H. B. 








Eve, J. Gregg, J. R. McCall, G. Mayall, Lt. H. G. 
Allen, ‘“ Bobs.’’ 
The Evening Chronicle (Newcastle-on-Tyne), Annual 
Report M.O.H. Edinburgh, 1906. 
Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.x.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.): Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.c.v.8., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Care or Goop Horr V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. D. Hutcheon, m.k.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


Centra V.M.S. 
Pres. Major E.R.C. Butler, a.vc., War Office, Whitehall 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, M.R.v.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and eee, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


CrentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


CentrAL V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. E. C. Winter, ¥F.n.c.v.s., Limerick 
Hon. Sec. Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. F. Low, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s. 
Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 


Vet. Men. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres; Prin A. E. Mettam, R. V. Coll., Dublin 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: 


Hon, Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m..c.v.s., 
116 Stephens green-west, Dublin 
Hon. Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, r.n.c.v.s , 


6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Mr. A. H. Darwell, m.n.c.v.s., Northwich 
Mr. G. H. Locke, M.R.C.V.S. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, Ist Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincotnsHikE V.M.S. 
Mr. T. W. Turner, m.R.c.v.s., Sleaford 
Mr. G. Lockwood, m.R.c.v.s., 
Peterborough 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


LiverPoot University V.M.S. 
Prof. Boyce, F.R.8. 
Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Live: pool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Vet. Assn. oF Manirosa. 
Pres: Dr. W. E. Martin, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mrptanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. J. Taylor, m.8.c.v.s., Moseley, Birmingham 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


NationaL Vet. AssociaTIONn. 
Mr. W. Shipley, F.n.c.v.s., Gt. Yarmouth 
Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s. 
Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London 


NaTionaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & MorTvua. 
Derence Society. 
Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec. : 


Pres. 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec. d: Treas: 


Pres: 
Sec: 
Treas: 


Pres: 


Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 


Nort or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Mr. J. Davidson, M.8.c.v.8., 
Westgate Road, Newcastle.on-Tyne 
Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.R.c.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Pres: 


Hon. Sec: 


NortH or Irrutanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. J. Ross, m.8.0.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J. Gregg, M.R.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, rF.r.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Nort or Scortanp V.M.§. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.8.c.v.s., Alford, Aberdeen 
Sec. € Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Elgin 


North Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Dr. G. J. Evans, m.8.c.v.s., Bangor 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C, Howatson, M.R.C.V.8., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 


Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Onturio 
PROVINCE OF QueBEc V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 
Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Porch, F.R.c.v.s., 


Star Road, West Kensington, S.W. 
Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.R.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


IIon. Sec. & Treas: 


Royau Scortisw V.§S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.z c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.x.c.v.s., Cupar, ifeshire 


Royant VETERINARY CouuEcE M.A. 


Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, M.R.C.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, H.J. Allen 
Scottish Metroporitan V.M.S., 
Pres: Mr. John W. MelIntosh, ».n.c.Vv.s., 
Eskbank. Dalkeith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.Rr.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 
Soutn DurHam anp North YorKSHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. W. H. Blackburn, m.z.c.v.s., Barnard Castle 


IIon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.8.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SovuTHERN Countigs V.S. 
Mr. R. Roberts, F.n.c.v.s., Tunbridge Wells 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.x.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Mr. J. M. Christy, m.R.c.v.s., a.P.v.s., Pretoria 
Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, .n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Krugersdorp 
Sec: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., D.v.s., Potchefstroom 


Pres: 


Pres: 
Hon. 
Hen. 


WEsTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. E. J. Thorburn, m.R.c.v.s., Okehampton 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, M.R.c.v.8., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, M.R.C.v.S., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


Pres: 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Weir, F.x.c.v.s., 24 Pollock-st., Glasgow 
Joint Hon. Secs: & Treasrs: 
Messrs. Hugh Begy and John R. McCall, Vety. Coll 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 


YorksHIRE Vit. ASSOCIATION 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, F.R.c.v.s., Ramsden.st, Huddersfield 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. H. G. Bowes, m.R.c.v.8., 
106 Clarendon-road, Leeds 
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Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.¢.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 
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